Intracavitary hematoma simulating mycetoma formation.
This case report details the initial radiographic findings of a patient with mixed connective-tissue disease who presented with significant hemoptysis. Several radiographic findings suggested mycetoma formation, prompting appropriate antibiotic therapy; however, the rapid resolution and subsequent reappearance of the lesion on serial images pointed toward a diagnosis of hemorrhage into a preexisting cavity. Chest radiographic and computed tomographic findings commonly described as pathognomonic for the diagnosis of mycetoma are, in fact, nonspecific and can be simulated by several other entities that result in intracavitary masses. Familiarity with these radiographic "mimickers" of mycetoma will aid in avoiding misdiagnosis and unnecessary or improper invasive interventions when the appropriate clinical history and course of disease are appreciated.